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Since our laxt edition some more 
Flower Hill men' have joined' you 
fellows in the Service. 
The new draftees are: 

Frank Voss 
Ed Findleton 

This will be the first issue of 
the "SPARKS II they will have re­
ceived so we want to take this 

:---., opportuni ty to ',send them our best 
wishes. ~onft forget to write us 
you guys. 

**·*-lH('·,<*",~* 

Vinnie Brooks was back recently 
and very modest about his ex-' 
ploibs , However, ~eJ)~.,B_~~ch 
spotted an aDticle about him in 
Newsday and we are reproduct~g 

it below: 
PORT WASHINGTON ~LIERi 

TELLS OF SINKI~G JAP CRUISER 
. J 

"Pori;; Washington -- 'We were 
out on a snooping patrol when we 
sighted the wake of the 'late! 
Jap cruiser. We got her ori our 
first bombing mm ; ,I t was all 
in a day's work'. Thus lightly 
does Lieut. Vincent Brooks, 
U.S.A. dismiss the- action which , 
sunk one of ,·the enemy's heavy 
crutsers in the South Pacific 
late last year. \~ 

"Interviewed in the home of 
his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Heu-man Kl.otihe of 22 Mackay Ave., 
Ql~ 25-year-old pilot had little 
'GO cay of his exploits in the 

Pacific du.ring his six months ~., 
stay there. He acknowlodged 
that the War Departmept hac 
credited him, together with his, 
naVigator Lt. George Desco, with 
sinking the .shLp but 'details 
1 1m not 'at liberty to diVUlge.' 

"Lt. Brooks, attached to the 
13th Air Force, said he waa fly­
ing a bomber on patrol, the day 

_" ,a.f the sinking.' When he sighted 
the cruiser, he brought the plme 
in for an attack from an alti­
tude of 1,500 feet. Two dire~t 

hits were s00red on that run,one 
directly amidships which started 
off a series of violent explo- ' 
s Lons , In spite of heavy flak, . 
no one in the plane was injured. 

liLt. ' Brooks; a nat.Lve of Port 
.Washington, is 25 years old. Un-. 
til his enl'istment in 1940, he 
l~ved here with his parents, M~. 

and Mrs~ Thomas Brooks. His par­
ents now roside in Hyde Par~,New 

York. He was graduated from 
Port Washington High School in 
193() and spen t one year a,t Syra­
cuse University. Lt. Brooks has 
one married brother and a sister 
who is' a graduate nurse. 11 

Ransom House worked a deal with 
the Civilian Defen§e Council to 
take oyer a large a.ir compress­

_ .Ln g unit complete with storage 
, tank which had been secured as 
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,part of the air rald. warping sig­
"naL installa-tlrn.s ':'he unit was0 

no-s ,b e i n g :u.~ed. ,It. 'h a s ' b,~.en set 
up in the J:t~r of thet.r:Uok.ro0~ 
near the door to the ' Men I s 'r oom, 
and ' shculi:lc'oriie iii nahdy- for " 
tires and other jobs where com­
pressed air is used. 

Another piece of equipment which 
we have the use of , but wh;L.ch be­
longs to the C.D.V.O., is a 
trailer pUTIq)er unit. ,Th e Job is 
mounted on two rubber tired 
wheels and can be towed ' :along b e­
hind out Jeep. It consi~ts 'of a 
,~ cylinder Chrysl~r engine con­
nected directly to a Barton 
purap. Capacity i~ 500 gallons 
'of water per minute at about 180 
Lb s , pressure. .There are Ji~t .. 
lengths of hard suctiori, about 
500 ft. of 2t" hose, a complete 
aaaor-bment of tips, ,hose cori­
n~ctions, Gate valves an~ tools. 
Thi.s unit is well engineered fro!;l 
top to bottom, simple~to operate 
an~ can be easily' moved by hand, 
if necessary, right down to the 
edge of the bay in order to draw 
water. We took it do~~ t6 the 

,mi l l pond for testing recently 
and it is certainly a 'sweet ~it­
t~e ,number. 

... 1IHHf*****~'}·';l-*·;}*' 

. ANNUAL ..SPRING DINNBR DANCE 

The Company decided after ,much 
debate that we ' should hold the, 
Annual Dinner Dance. The date 
is April 29th and it will" be at , 
the firenouse hall '. stu Car­
michael discovered a 7-man-or­
chestra from Forest 'Hi l l s which 
has been enGaged to to play for 
the event. We hone 'that you 
fellows, who are not too far 
away, will make a note of the 
dabe , a nd can get a furlough so 

.. ' 

you can make the dance" As in 
previous years, the parents,~s, 

'sweetbe.arts of any man in 'Ser­
vice are 'i nv l t ed to be our rruests 
for the evening. 

Ellsworth "BundLe s " Re~Jlds -h a d 
himself a--ii-fflo· -fUil"recenffy ac­
cording to all re90rts when he 
went A. W. U.L. from camp and Came 
back to Port for a reunir.m with 
some of his friends. The story 
we heard sounded like a detective 
mystery with Reynolds being 
chased lli over Port by his Ser­
geant who ;missed him at every 
turn. The Sergoant would get a 
lead on his whereabouts at that 
moment and as he entered the ..' ." 
front door, "Bundles" would duck 
out the back one. How about it 

' ''Bundl e s '' what kind, o'f ' reprimand 
and sentence did you get when 
the Sgt. finally cautfit .-qp with 
you baclr a t ' camp?? ' .. 

************.~ 

" " THE MAIL BAG '" ------ ' 

"Dear Bill, 
At 'last I have an ,addreas 

th.at I ,can send you. Before ' this 
I h~ve had 4 'different 'addresses 
and allt·emporary. This one, 
much as I,disl'ik.e it, Ls the per­
manent one. 

"OUr Presidential Unit C,ita..; ...... 
tion came through this week ,s o 
we 'a'r e a pretty proud and. cocky 
bunch ri[;ht now. It will wear 
off in time though. 

liThia section of the country 
is just as flat as a pool table 
f~r as far a~ you c~ see and 
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t.re G Fl aro c.ill1lo ~ t non- exf.a tanto 
The peather is pretty nice ,t h ou gh 
warm durinB 'the day and ~old at 
nite. 

III'm loo1cingforward to get­
ting the "Sparks", so I can ke e» 
up on all the F.H. H. Co. riews v 

"Hope to be home on a fur­
loupp and see you all again soon~ 

Yours,
 
Ted Minich ll
 

*****"'A-******* 

Tawney ~~~G~' checks in with a 
letter: 

"Dear Bill; 
Yesterday I received the 

Dept1s money order which has been 
following me around since Dec­
ember. Needless to say, it was 
very welcome and Came in doubly 
handy because 'I was nearly broke 
and had a heavy dat~ ooming up. 

"My outf,'it has finished all 
its training and we are packed ' 
and waiting to move to a Port of 
Embarkation and from there, over­
seas. We all think we've been 
hanging around the s ta te s' long ' . 
en)ugh and are anxious to 'see 'a 
little action; As s60n as I have 
one I' 11 send you my A.P .,0. ad­
dress. ­

"My r-egards to all the boys· 
and I hope, it isnlt too long be­
fore I see you all again • . 

"Thanks a.gain: for the Money , 
erder. ' 

So long for now, ' 
Tawney Jones lt 

-l~**********-;t. 

ItBundle sit Revno'Ld s . wri ties:-- :::.:::..JL::=---_ . 
"Eil 

Just a few lines to let you 
know that my address has been 
ohanged since I was home last. I 
hope to be home this Sat. morn.. 

Lng , 
"Biil, if you go over to ' tl'lf3 

Fire House will you see if I 18:"~ 
my glove in the ~ew mach. and 
tell all the boys that I was ask , 
ing for them, 'and tell Mil I waL 
asking for her. It has been warm 
here today, how is 'l,t , in, Port? 

"We had a fire here on the Post 
the other d.ay and I was thinking 
of the Flower Hill Hose Co. be­
cause they would be there ~irst, 

li1:::e they always are. 
"I have tn go ano. lookl at my 

fires, so I will close and hope 
to see' you soon. 

Pvt. E. ReYn0lds ll 

From Ed Bonceek in California: 

"Dear Bill: 
Wish to acknowledge the fact 

that I received the ten doilar , 
Money Order and wish to ex~ress 
my thanks w""the members of the 
Flower Hill 'nose Co. for the 
same. I should. have w~i.t.ten you 
soone~ but I've been moving all 
over the country. , 

"From Georgia I was sent to 
North Carolina to take a course 
in the new plane de~ecting de­
that the Array has 'Radar'. I 
nmst say it is a very .interest­
ing apparatus, and that's all I 
can tell you. At present lim in 
California) and spent the Xmas 
holidays on a desert in a dust, 
storm, and it sure is rai~ing 

hell right now. 
ItI also received the Company 

paper and bhd.nlc it r s .a swell idea. 
Will be looking forward to it 
from now on. Congratulations t G 
J. Duncan on. his promotion in the 
Denartment:.. 

.' III guess I'm a bit late, but 
here's wishing th~t you had a 
Merry Xraas and have a Rioting 
New Year. 
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III don tt know how Long I'll be 
here as ~e were told that we're a 
hot outfit, and, expect to be GO­
ing places in the ,n e a r future. 

Sincerely, 
Edwa'rd. Bonc z elc'' 

Fr oli1 :~: 

IIDear Bill, 
. Sovry to have waited ,s o long 

to thanlc Flower Hill for tho 10 
bucks; but this is the first : ' 
chance I havo had to -ma i.L a :Let­
ter. Al sc read our new paper , 
and got quite .a Idcl~ out of it. 
I wish I could 'give you somo 
news fer the n oxt issue, but 
censo~ship is too strict to per­
mit my sayin3 anything about'my 
doinGs or' my whereabouts. , 

lIThanlcs again to all the boys 
and best wt sne s for a Happy New 
Year. ' ., 

Fraternally, 
Van 11 

" \ 

-: 
And Jonl;>~Y:. 

, I 

"Dear Eil'l ,, , 

Itr s really about ti,;-'leI 
wr-o t e and bhankcd tho ' fellows for 
'everything tl1.ey"ye sen t 1~1G; ' 

,It The :,te:n Q..ollar s , 1 as t year 
and tY-lis, wer-e very inudh aPPIlcc­

'1ated. I should have writteri : 
and tharuced you then but, I just 
kept putting it off and there is 
nothing I hate more tpan wIliting 
letters. ­

"r received the Company 'p a p e r 
t he other c,ay and it wa s really 

, ::'we:U, reading. , I t t s goofi to 
b \3a:~ s.b out . the feilovJs. It t s 
" :h .. :';H::.n l y much news Ler- than, the 
'; ·o·v:.-l. ":.lapor which they send when­
(-Go"'" tihey got a no t Lcn to. ' ' 

III haven It vmrk r) (L my fingcr !l 
t ') the hone for the Tla s t a oven 
,or eight monbha , but I have been 
kept pretty busy. I've oc <.;n 
movod around, a c ou n Le of times 
since the time I \!8.S h ome (In 
furl l ,ursh. I loft OkLa • City 
the end of AUQ.lS t and \~ 0rl::eC::, in 
Grand I slan(~, Nobr-a ska , I stayed 
there f eJr throe mont.hs ano last 
Dec . , jU ~lt b ef'oz-e Xmaa , we rn: .vGc.~ 

t o Hcarney which is nnly, f orty 
miles away. ' 

"Thanks ac;ain for evorything, 
f'cL'Lowo , 

Respectfully'; 

IJoncsy,1I 

Gun J()!lE.-E:.~~1'! II Somewhere in' Enc;­
llland writes: 

IIDear Bill- ­
I dnn't InlOW how to· tharur you 

all ,f or bhe latest present. As I 
don't n~ed ~t over here, I'm ,. 
sending it' back to Mother .S~)ln~ 
day I'll expLaLn \'Thy I sent the 
two checks back, but I r eally 
d nn't need it here. 

, "NQ: 'doubt y ou are quite sur­
prised as to the heading of my 
letter. Well a l ot of ,wa t e r ):las 
gone, over the dam since I left 
tho States. Somc t.Lmee I have ,t o 
pinch my~elf to beliuve it, my­
self. ' 

IIPersOI{~J.:ly, I don't care much 
, f or,EnGl and , never did even in 
peace time. Sentland always ap­
ne a'Led to .me more, probably be­
cause the whites ,;' an d blacks never 
mi.xed up , 't h er e . 

"I"'ve received the first copy 
of the rSparks', am eagerly await­

.ing your nexb copy • Give my re­
garcls 't o everyone. In case y ou 
don't mow, Tom Murray is in 
Sardinia. 

Cheeri:') , 
Gil 

,', 

- .....
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'Tom H\~:tr9;Y in Sartlinia: 

lIHello Fellows~ 

It is my great ~leasurc to 
send 'You Ely sinccre bhanlcs for 
the mon ey order arid also ' the ' 
'Flower Hill Sparks I, which I 
fine'. v~ry int 8rostin~ an« will be 
looking fo:rwarc, for yCJur next 
issue. . 

Hegarcis to all, 
. Murro.yil 

!ack C0.Y~:I:.sY. V-Mailn f'r-cm North 
A-:D:>ica' s mud; . 

"Hello Gan:;: : 
'I received 'y ou r swell letter 

and also the Postal money ,ord.er 
t c d a y , It is .swel~ the ~JaY you 
fellows bh.Lnlc of "u a cvor hcr-e, 1. 
t~1.iY'J.;: I wou .l« be tiaf'e in saying 
that all the fellows over hero 
often bhd.nlr of you 'back thore. I 
1~0w I oft0n won6er ~f Flower 
Hills· ~or0 still' gets there first. 

"I 'am still here ;tn North 
Afriba. ThinGs re.main 'w)Qut the 
same, plenty of rain ancl mud, that 
just abou t make s it ~)crfcct f"r' a- . . 
o.cur;hb ' jy. '. 

II Well g o.n3 I "v:ill cLo ae now. 
Hop e to s-e~ y ou all soon. Just 
keep 'put'tin~ them out' until we 
get b ack , 

1 • ! 
•• ill . " 

Bob Fraser, a true gont Leman ac­
k:i'o;vY~j'ciges the beer party as fol­
lows: 

IIDear Bill: 
A little late in writing to 

you to bhank both YDU anc' the 
Flower Hill crew for the money 
order. 

liTho.t s c ancla.L sheet bhe Com­
~any puts out is damn swell, even 

if you do keep rubbinG in the :t~('t 

that lowe a keB of boer. I ~r o­

mise you all I wen't forget, .. a G it 
will maL:e a good excuse for me t,o 
d.rin];: s ome brew, too. 

II Incido"ntally, 'my' address has 
b een changod. fr<Jm Greenport. For 
a little while wo'll be down in 
Ro clcaway , which has ab aoLu t.eLy 
nothinr; to offer. ' 

"Thanlcs a c~ain, Bill, f or the 
chc cjr , and giv e my ror;arc3.s bo tihc 
boys of ~.H.H. Co. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Pr-aacr-" 

. " 

Phil Tornlct" Jr ._ was 'in town it 
Xmas time. Sorry we missed a 
chance to int orview' nd.m for tho ' 
puper. Here's his l~ttGr: 

IIRella Gang: 
Re o 16.. y our swell Money orc1.er 

and I want to tell y ou that it 
sure cane in handy, I just rec I d. 
it as I was gettinG r oa~y to 
leave on nw furlou~. 

"I was homo for Xmas, and I 
was kept pretty busy , but I (1.10. 
manage to" got d own t o the Fire­
h(;use a few afternoons, and. was 
1ll1ahle to see anyb ody" bu t I met 
Charlie Dargan on tho street, and 
he Gave me tho n ews of the b oys 
etc. 

"I 'also me t some of the fel­
lows as ,u s u a l over a~ the Royal, 
Charlie Lang was the Bar 'T ender, 
it'sure was Good to 8at b a ck t o 
old Port. I sure did hate t o 
leave, but~I guess I di0n't have 
much ch»icc. 

III got back to c amp OK, and 
f'ound T(-',xas .t h e same 010. mud hrLe 
as I left it 'an d to mal;e thinGs 
worse the Gorno.ns startod acting 
u n and VvE) wer-e on tho alert f ~ ·r 8. 

c ou p Lc o f days. Now that we have 
everything unc' er- c ont.r-oL a ~;ain, 
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things are runninc pretty smooth. 
M~st of the o cmp~ny was just ~ait­
ing to take n shot at u couple of 
them, aut they know dann vreLl, you 
c an I t touch t her: , so they get a­
way pretty easy, in fact they 
found a houe , 

"Tell Mike t ha t as soon as \"e
 
co out to pick up allY Guineas, I
 
wi l l let n ir; know.
 

.ITell John Duncan that I rec' d 
hi~ ~0~s card, end that'I want to 
th~h~ him. It sure feels geod to 
hear from sorne of the fellows at 
the Fireho~se, in fact I can hard~ 

ly wait to Get your new monthly 
paper, so I can ~et all the news. 

iIi/ell Gang" , that f s just Dbout
 
nll the news for now, but ,I "dll
 
~rite real soon, and keep the
 
hom.e fires out.
 
·'P.S. - Thanks acain for the
 
hIoney , Order.
 

Brother Firecmn 
Philip Tonlet Jr. II 

******"'****** 

Vinnie Oolton is 0 Good ~orre­
aporiden..t Le tt , f a ,) kee0,,' () n l·learinb~
 

f r or: y :)~, pal:
 

IIDear Bill, 
Just n few lines to let you 

know that I received th~ sec ond 
.i ssue of the 'FIO\"ier ~Iill ~:!arl;:s'. 
'It 'sure turned , out swell. I was 

:,;l ad to hear howell the boys 
aret raak i ng out. It doe sn ' t L o. ik 
li)ce any of t.heri .ar-e in l:ly 10..;cGl­
tty', but inay be I'll run int o ene 
Cffther:l s or.ie duy , ,, ' . , 

i l '~fe ll Bill, I 'nave bee n pretty
 
~usy lately and sure would ,l i ke a
 
rest, but don't see any in ,s i bl1t .
 
It se ens like year s since I've
 
seen the eang, but hope to get
 
back sOr:1eday.


III guess that's all for now,
 
give my re~ards to ' the ~ang•
 

.l>.s ever, 
Vinnie" 

Harold Riddle, T:)I!'l f,lUrray, Frank
 
OaWley and Gus Johanson would
 
sure r.ialce a c oub.i.na t Lon, Ilupe
 
you locate them Harold.
 

"Dear :Jill: 
Received the second copy of
 

'S;>a.rks f the o t he r d8.Y and it
 
~lS really turned out to be 'the'
 
pnpe r , 'Plio add.ress Lde a is real
 
Good ~n.d I will try end see three
 
of the boy s ne nr by ,
 

"Thej' are Tonnie Murray,
 
ire.ncis CowLey and Gus Joll(';tnsoll.
 
I a Lso \Jant t o correct I,ly ad ­

dress, it is Peninsular 3use
 
Gectiull, ..".P.O. 782, c/o P. U.,
 
New Y;)rk.
 

'II got qui tre a kiclcout of
 
Bill ilamm and hi s st.a nd pipe,
 
also that tradition of that keG
 
of beer after cetting married.
 
You nud better have one on rae
 
and send me the bill. Tell J~ck
 
Finn I an surprised at h'i.u re­
 '­tirinc. Oon~rutul~te Oharlie 
Lung for we too. J1.11 in ull 
Bill, l~i ve fly best to the wh~le 
t~Dllg. So l.)ng nDW till the next 
fire call with the 'bpurksfl 

'******>1< *>:-****.. 

50 l.:mg f ,J1' n .V" • u'JlJ IT i ..jRGET 
TO iffiITE!l ( -




