$20,000 Fire
At Monfort Home,
Suspect Vandals

The Port W ashington Fire Depart--

ment, under the direction of Fire
~hief John A. Duncan, responded
toa general alarm called in by an
employee of the Port Washington
Post Office on Monday, February
3rdat 6:24 p.m., for a fire at the
Monfort Home, 10 East Main
Strect, one of the Port Washington
oldest landmarks.
The fire, apparently started in a
dumbwaiter shaft-in the east wing
basement of the two-story frame

Monfort Homestead, was confined |

to  one of the Uving rooms and a

stairway, Chief Duncan.said. The

quick response of the volunteer
firemen {s believed to have pre-
vented the fire from :r(r:adlnu
throughouts the building. It was
fully under control within 40 mnin-
utes, despite the hazard of thin-
peratures fn the 20°'s with resultant
freeze of the water,

$20. 000 Fire

(continued from page one)

Cause of the fire was attributed
to possible arson with a suspicion
of vandalism. The home, in the
estate of the late Burtis H, Mon-
fortSr. ,had been unoccupied since
July, 1956, when Mr, and Mrs,

| Monfort died within one week of

each other. \
Port Washington Police Lt. Adrien

Neuseland Ptl. Robert Bilyeu were

d.__ Further investigation is
being conducted by Port Washing-
ton's Fire Marshal Michael Caruso
and County Fire Marshal George
Clough.

Damage to the 20-room home
and furnishings were estimated at
$20, 000. |

Noteworthy at the scene was
“Mac" Merewitz of the Alcove,
who brought down two urns of hot
coffee to serve to the vamps.

Fire Chief Duncan revealed that

" during the inspection after the fire,

a record album was open at a re-
cording of "Smoke Gets In Your

Eyes. "

The Monfort's daughter, C.
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