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a ne lJreat Fire of 1922
Uy I"JCNEST S IMON

'I'hoo..l ruid"".." of Put t Washington to­
day ...ho . i ~.,.j in the U'Illn"..>ity bet....
l'#U . 'Il ..... ...l .. ' l h h... .... U.. .........lrous
l~ which wiped .....1 LhntI '-ee building..
",ktical'y destro)ed~. and dain.d
u...1i__ of t wo . maIl ehilcit'f n in Lheearl)'
.......p'ng '" J . ... 23 ol l hat )?ar.

h ...... t he mos~ d ian l.roua fire in t he
hi.Wry oI l he c:ommunity. and up to l b.a
lime o..l , lb e second in which humllll ijvN
we... '''''t.

II was t he third la rge Ii.... Port "" fle red .
and by '~r the ffi08t dev.,t.ting. The fjlll!
llllj{e I,,,, ..... 0 11 May 8. 1902, whe.. the
Bayl" fou.e , burM'd . and .. ith i t ,,",Yen!
othH h.... _ 01\ t he Cornet" oJ Mai n S ll"ffl.
...dS~ Ro.i 1""~ ....1lt I~ broke

--: ""1 01\ t he rrKW ning ol J 2. 1!t20. ..hen
t he A.R RU in bu ilding hn" s l d irKLly
"PJI'<*il.e Bayles eon-,bu•...-i
",. r...Gf1922 .-pi u... business block

oa the .-th aide of Mai" Stnd op posi te
t he railroad Btalion, from Her ber t A....nue
toNor lh Bayles A.......... t: nti ndy amsum·
ed w_ Lhe NUS _II Li ght .nd Power BUb­

. . ... ti on on the corner of lI...be. t Avenull, '
' t b. adjoining MU1.anle building [...here the

I
(i", . tarwd j, and Barney McCourt ', hOlel
lI" d e- fe.

I With • • t""'g north_ t wind blowing .t

I"bollt 40 mil .. per hOll ~ and t hl
1.ftn~ltU" dowa to about 10 degreq
abova un>. the nu.- awept'lU1IU M....

I ~L
; I rememM rum' ipS ~ll Main StIftt.

I t h.1 morning wit h my eo-lire ....... and
Deicha-, the I.~ J im lI ort.un, who w.,
lOOP to become captain ol tha F10wer llill
Ii.-Com~y. Main Stnoe4kooktd lib ana
hu ge, n>dna,-- lu ping from building to
building.

~'i ve lamil ies who lived in the Muzante
build ing wera dd ven into th l a t r....t . a ll in
l heir nilth t clot""" Their hou""hold effocla,
clothing I ud other perso nal prop<!lty were
Ill.Idu troylNi by t he flamn.

Th . d lildred burned to deatb were An·
\olneu. c.l.ari. 3, aDd Mari . Yata.llQ. ~
They __ membera at t he famil y at Mr.
aDd Mn. Boaca Fnano -bcl. topU- wit h
4>a lamilr of M~. and Mn. Patty F...anQ.

oo:o:upied I'n apartment In lhe Pppft' floor
at t ha bulldin l!:_ 11>& """'" floor . ... 00:­
cupied by • h. rd...re atol"a. 'Mwt Ces tari
child . nd he r brother J oh n wen~hana

and IivM .. ith the YUlnoa.

Sever.. other fami liea in l he buiJdjnlf had HOle Com p""y and t ha bell on Li'-t y II Ill.1
n. r...... elM;apos, It w.. a mir .cle th at ot her onCarltun Avenue for theAUantil: and p.".-

]i"". were not lost . Iettion Compan iea. Much tim a Wll lol t in
Ulowing Bem•• t h Btreet . t he name. hit relaying t he "Illlll to the luwst fllllt of t he

t t.. NieJ....n building at 60 Main SL Tha up- villag e.
pe r . tor y WII bur ned .way and onl~' a Port Wa. hing ton hId no power ful lin!
akeleton 01 the building remained. It wa. pumpen in tt- day... E veryt hing depend-
.aid altleno-aro t b. t • • bettos thi nglea on ed on hydr. n t Pl'e$l llre. T ha Protec tion
tha rooI .....-.. halted 1M fire at uu. poinL r E ngine Company bad jutt raceiwd it. _

SointenM ... u.. heat tha t ta. paint OCll AJr-ian.L.F.....,. pumpen but tt.a b el
tha railroad.~ ..... b..tly bli. Wed. No '-:. • delay In bwardinl!:u.. herd hydrant
_ ceulcl a.- Main Stnet at thia poiIlt _auction \iDa PIIded to pun w.ter lrom the
.. n _ _ ahootinlfloC:l"'OSSthe .u-t. " ·hyudnnL So t .... JIO""'OI'i",1 p"'mper ....

n.. firem en VIm! b.dly handicappo'(! _ u.eIess.
Imm the start.~ w.. no a",tom at ic Ii.. 11. !i", 1MP clai~ t hat t he hydt .nta
alArm .~t.em in lhote.dayt-lhe sY"ttm ee e- _ re lro'~n and dill icul t to open. John
. i8ted only 01 t he airen on the F1a-r Hill Coin, I blRck . mit h by t rade and . t mn,o; u

\,

an o~ . ..id he cO\lld not blldge the bydrant
ope nRr. Th R watler commlnione rs c1aime<l
t he hYUtlUlta we.. in good condi t ion Bnd
eta ted thBt th ey believed t he3 fireme n we..
too huty or used the wro ng meth od 9 in
'ope ning t he hydr an tl.

Th . fite men _re dee ply Illoused and
latH canitd t he balli. to t he 'lbw n Board,
filing many . ffidPit.a lrom .-...ber-a of the
depar tment . wearing that l he hydranll
failed to open, and ..hen t hey did ope n the
..at«~ .... wu k.. Tha b.ttle bet ·
_the t .... gmu"", Mlrnell""",t I' hot
III1M fi... had '-... but .rter -"' .......,
t ho! 199u.. d io,d down_

Vi.....lnf( the are ' tod ~) . nne U n hordl "
realiT-e thot . lIch • hOJ OCRlI. t took " lllce
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