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Vanderbilt Mdnsuon

:Sands  Point—Cedar Knoll, palatial home' of th% Vanderbilt ‘clan, was reduced i_“af
sannw ruin  yesterday aft(moon, when fire of tindetermined origin swept throual: thc
f 24-room house. Damage was conservatively estimated at $250,000, . vz

Ali compdnies of thc Port Wa‘:hmgton Fire Dcparhncnt rushed to i‘he scene when thc
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In carlv stagc of fire which rcduced palahal 70—year-old Vandctbllt lmmc 'tQ Juins, fire- |
“men clamber over roof as hoses play on flames. = AT A — i
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Jquench the flames.

When the fire boat arrived, its
ciew, undet the direction of Chief
W. B. Sweeney, ran 1,200 fect of
hose to the house and started
pumping water into the flames at
the rate of 2,500 gallons per
minute. One fireman climbed to
the coping of the house and gave
dircctions to his mates aboard the
iship by scmiphore signals.

,20() Flrcmeu, on Scene

' More than 1200 of the 300 Port ;

m ashing{Gii%fifemen arrived
‘with all fire deparbment equip-
ment.” The - Manhassct-Lakeville
,I ire. Department was called 1o
shud guard,in Port Washington
vdllrlllg their absence.

¢ Iiremen and police rushed into
the buring house again  and
again: to_ rescue furmturc rugs,
gamtmgs‘ ‘and  priceless

into the burning house to try to

Jearned whether or not she would:
relicsy
iholdering ashies “4rd  sprays of
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i primitive porch chairs, ~

‘ hawts‘
by ey

| thc Sound spcd to lhc bh7c after a pall‘of smoke had been scen five mnlcs away oy
b The fire was discovered by Arthur Seama;l, superintendent.

Summer home by Mis. Margaret Emerson, mather of Alfred G. and George Vanderbllt,, and
Mimi Baker ‘T'opping. Seaman, who was in hisTodge saw the flames darting from the. thx{(l :
floot of the white stucco building. He immediately called the fire department: and ms‘lw.dx"

The estate -is- used $a

water covered an afea of '‘more
than 200 feet around 'the man-.
sion. |

For two hours, the ﬁrcmcu
worked unceasingly  before the
blaze was brought under control.

- Curious onlookers, forgetful of
gas and tire rationing, came from -

miles around, attracted by the bel -

lowing smoke. They were kept off -
the grounds by police guards.
Portraits Saved =~ 7 -
Portraits of -the many V.mdur
bilts werg successfully saved and#
hurried  away ~ to ncnghborlné
houses. The family silver, kept
in a basement vault, is still in--
tact. ! : AR
Mrs. Emerson, who is spending .
the summer in Northern, N. Y.~
State wag notified. It was not:

fly down to direct salvagge work,
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ming pool, were muddied an‘ o
f around the grouﬁvemi fimes. 5 well-kept lawn tom b)’ ““h'

rbcfore someone took it from Jhim

fand placed it on the ground.

A glass topped porch table sat

(next to a Chippendale - Wing
 chair on the scorched lawns. First
cditions and autographed copics

* of best sellers and classics lay over
i a Sheraton couch and ovcrthmed

Hurricane lamps, some crashed

side 'with pie crust tables and .

liant red and ycllow*‘S

'started m a small room

Peter Lynch, deputy fire tomi-

T

missioner, - announced ;- aﬂcr
vestigation of the ruins, that )
was unable to determine the cause.
of the ﬁrc which apparently had
scd io 3
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A lfred G"Vanderbnlt\-—-—p
store clollung, old pgpers and

furs. - &

. At the hc:glnt of the vae ovcr-%
excited “féscuers could ‘be seen

carrying  bizarre looking objects -
back and fortl, sccmingly unable
to set “themn  down. ‘One man.
mrn d.a d foot-high cbony clephant
inued on Page 39 pesas

lcct .
“The Georgian Colomal llou
- was built about 70 years dgo
John ‘Wesley Harper as his. Su

mer home, but has’ been,,.i,,

.jby qu Emérson when shc...;"
" her © whole * family | home; !

‘,-ecourts 4 swimming pool .
in the excitement, were side by . The place was the sce +:

bnlha t -
hand carved teak" ﬁguunes Bf}l é: nt social function wh
anish.

--modeled twice since, the last: ti

‘added mdoor and outdoor -

recrca tion room.

Only*ddughter Mimi Bake
gl oug gul of her s&so n,
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